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1 
Document Control

1.1 Distribution List

	Name
	Role
	Representing

	GGSL BOD
	Board of Directors
	

	Coaches
	Head & Assistant
	

	Parents & Guardians
	Player families
	


1.2 Amendment Record

	Version
	Date
	Status
	Comment

	1.0
	3/25/2006
	Final
	Base rules from 2006 season.  

	1.1
	04/01/2007
	Annual Amendment
	Updated to include changes for 2007 season.  Amendments previously included at end or rules are now incorporated into rule text.

	1.2
	06/06/2007
	Updated All-Star Rule
	Added section 11.12 Tournament Pass Rule; Moved Weather to section 11.13


1.3 References

	Document
	Author
	Status
	Version

	2006 League Rules 
	GGSL BOD
	Final
	1.0

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Mission Statement

Provide girls in the area of the Town of Greece, opportunities to have fun, learn the skills necessary to play good soccer, develop physically and socially, and learn to work as members of a team toward a common goal.
General
1.4 Uncovered Situations
Any situation not expressly covered by League Rules will be decided by the Board of Directors.
1.5 Purpose of Play

Games played using the name of the Greece Girls Soccer League are prohibited unless expressly authorized by the Board of Directors.

1.6 Number of Coaches 

There will be no more than one (1) Coach and two (2) assistant Coaches per team.  Any assistant Coach who resides outside the established boundaries which are used to select team rosters is subject to approval of the Board of Directors.

1.7 Signing Players

No Coach can sign a player.  All applications must go first to the age group Commissioner who will assign players to teams.
1.8 Eligibility

Only players assigned to a team by the Commissioner are eligible to play in scheduled games.  Any team found playing a girl that is not eligible will forfeit all games in which the ineligible girl played.
1.8.1 Who Can Play?

Girls living in the Town of Greece and born between the ages of 5 and 19.  Players must be 5 years old or older before August 1st and must not be older than 19 years old as of July 31 of any given calendar year.  Non-Greece residents are not eligible to play In GGSL.

1.8.2 Age Groups

Girls are assigned to age groups based on their birth date. 

Girls are eligible to move up to play in the next higher age group if their birth date falls in the appropriate timeframe. This is done to allow girls to play with their classmates. Eligible players are NOT required to move up.

Girls must play in their assigned age group (or move-up age group if eligible). Girls CANNOT be moved to a different age group on account of skill, experience, size, transportation needs, or any other factor. Girls who are registered in the wrong age group will be moved to the correct age group before team rosters are determined. 
	 
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	2002
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2001
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6

	2000
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6
	U6

	1999
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8

	1998
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8
	U8

	1997
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10

	1996
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10
	U10

	1995
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12

	1994
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12
	U12

	1993
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14

	1992
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14
	U14

	1991
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16

	1990
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16
	U16

	1989
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19

	1988
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19

	1987
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19
	U19

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	*Players whose birthdates fall on a HIGHLIGHTED month are eligible to move up to the next age bracket.


1.8.3  Age Matrix – 2007 Season
1.8.4 Proof of Age

All new (1st time) registrants to GGSL must submit proof-of-age documentation to ensure placement in the correct age group and in order to be admitted into the league.  The following constitute acceptable forms of Proof of Age.

· A certified proof-of-age document issued by federal, state or provincial registrars of vital statistics, or local offices, is acceptable proof-of-age, provided the document was filed, recorded, registered or issued within one (1) year of the birth of the child (i.e. birth certificate). 

· For children born abroad of a parent or parents who are U.S. citizens, any official government document issued by a U.S. federal agency or service is acceptable. These must be originals, not copies, and must refer to a filing, recording, registration, or issue date that is within one (1) year of the birth of the child.

· A photocopy of the following documents (state law permitting) will be acceptable: 

Birth Certificate 

Baptismal Certificate 

Valid Passport 

Medical Insurance Cards with enumerated birth dates, etc. 

Documents from Nos. 1 and 2 above 

GGSL reserves the right to accept or reject any proof-of-age documentation not listed above. 

1.8.5 How to Obtain Acceptable Proof-of-Age Documents 

Certified birth records may be obtained from the Registrar of Vital Statistics of each state, province, or local office where the child was born, for a nominal fee. For U.S. born persons, addresses of these offices or bureaus, fees required, and other pertinent information are supplied by the United States Department of Health and Human Services. A database listing the method of obtaining birth records from any U.S. state or territory is available at the following Internet addresses: 

www.vitalcheck.com 

www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/w2welcom.htm 

1.9 Rosters

GGSL utilizes a Neighborhood Philosophy for rostering players on teams based upon the geographic distribution of players and coaches in each age group.  In most cases, a girl will be assigned to a team and coach within her neighborhood. 

Head coach’s daughter(s) are always assigned to the head coach's team.  Each head coach is allowed to designate up to two (2) assistant coaches. The daughter(s) of designated assistant coaches are assigned to that head coach's team. 

A girl may ask to not play for a specific coach or coaches.  All such requests are honored, however your daughter may not be placed on your neighborhood team. 

Any special requests to play for a specific coach, to play with friends, to play with car pool members, etc. will not be considered when rosters are determined. Be aware that it may appear that some special requests are honored.   Any such occurrences are purely coincidence. Age group commissioners have no information on special requests when they prepare team rosters, only the no play requests. 

Late registrants (after Walk-In registration) are not guaranteed to be placed on a neighborhood team and are placed on any open roster. 

1.10 Transfers

Players may not be transferred from one team to another after being assigned to a team except by the age group Commissioner.  
No player will be transferred from one age division to another after being assigned to a team except a situation where the league has errored.
1.11 Carding  
Referees will be allowed to give yellow warning cards and red removal cards to both parents and coaches for inappropriate behavior.  Coaches will be fined $25.00 for each red card.

1.12 Smoking/Alcoholic Beverages
Smoking and alcoholic beverages are not allowed on playing fields or adjacent grounds.  Spectators are included in this prohibition.
1.13 Behavior & Conduct

Any inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated by any coaches, referees, players, parents, spectators or anyone else associated with the league.  This includes unsportsmanlike conduct, deliberate violation of any league rules, and harassment of any of the above individuals.

GGSL maintains high standards for its players and coaches concerning the area of behavior and conduct. The same standards apply to parents and spectators as well. The inappropriate behavior of any player or parent reflects poorly upon the team and the league. A referee may issue a yellow or red card to a team for the behavior of its parents or spectators. Each of us, Coaches and Parents, must set an example of good behavior and sportsmanship for our children.

GGSL wishes to project a positive image to both the soccer and local community. An attitude of good sportsmanship and positive support for players, coaches, and officials is essential for this type of image. The following should be used as guidelines for behavior:

• Referee abuse of any kind will not be tolerated.

• Zero tolerance for loud, crude, profane, vulgar, argumentative, belligerent behavior or language.

• Refrain from any comments, and especially negative comments, about the officiating. Even if you feel the quality of officiating was poor, stay away from the officials at halftime and the end of the match.

• Only words of encouragement should be shouted from the sidelines. Be positive at all times. The comments from the sidelines should be restricted to non-coaching comments.

• Refrain from confrontational verbal exchanges of any kind with referees, opposition coaches, players, parents, or spectators.

• Do not confront a coach during, or immediately after a game. If there are any aspects of a particular game, which you would like to discuss with the team’s coach, arrange for a meeting at a later time. It is each coach’s, player’s, parent’s, and spectator’s individual responsibility to control his or her sideline behavior. 

If behavior and conduct guidelines are violated, the incident must be documented and submitted to the GGSL Commissioner At Large with the following information:

1. Name of individual violating behavior and conduct guidelines.

2. Name of individual(s) reporting the misconduct.

3. Name(s) of other individual(s) that observed the misconduct.

4. Specifically, what the violation was.

5. Time, date, location of violation.

In order to help facilitate soccer excellence at GGSL and to preserve the spirit of The Game, the Commissioner At Large will review specific instances of problem behavior and determine the disciplinary action necessary up to and including expulsion from GGSL.  

All allegations of inappropriate behavior will be reviewed on an individual basis. The following steps will occur to determine if the behavior is actually deemed inappropriate:

a. Upon receiving a complaint, the Commissioner at Large will follow-up with the parties involved to determine if the complaint has any validity.

b. If the behavior is deemed inappropriate by the Greece Girls Soccer Board of Directors, disciplinary actions will begin. 

c. The findings will be documented, presented to the Board of Directors, and entered into the League’s Disciplinary Log Book.

d. Disciplinary actions are not removed from the log book. They are valid for the lifetime that the individual is involved in Greece Girls Soccer. Therefore, the time span between the first and third occurrence could be several years

Disciplinary Action


GGSL will use progressive disciplinary action to eliminate misconduct and inappropriate behavior at any event that GGSL is represented, including, but not limited to games, practices and league functions. All disciplinary actions must be documented and reviewed by the Commissioner At Large. Any meetings with an individual(s) under the age of 18 must be attended by their parent or guardian. Depending on the nature of misconduct, GGSL reserves the right to take action up to and including expulsion from GGSL events. All disciplinary actions will be taken on either an informal or formal track. GGSL reserves the right to commence proceedings at the level deemed appropriate by the Commissioner At Large.

Informal Track


The Informal Track may consist of such informal procedures as the Commissioner At Large may determine to be necessary. In any Informal Track proceeding, the individual(s) who allegedly violated the behavior and conduct guidelines of GGSL shall be entitled to a meeting with at least two members of the GGSL BOD (Board of Directors), otherwise know as an INCIDENT REVIEW TEAM. Any proceeding commenced under the Informal Track may result in a disposition of No Action, Counseling, or Warning. Upon review of the INCIDENT REVIEW TEAM, an Informal Track Proceeding may be transferred to the Formal Track.

Formal Track


The Formal Track shall consist of a hearing before a meeting of at least six members of the GGSL BOD, otherwise known as a DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM. The Commissioner At Large will determine the time, place, length and nature of the hearing. The individual(s) who allegedly violated the harassment, unsportsmanlike or inappropriate behavior guidelines of GGSL shall be entitled to be present at the hearing and may submit such evidence and call such witnesses as the Commissioner At Large shall deem relevant. Evidence may be taken in written or oral form. Unless approved prior to the hearing by the Commissioner At Large, all witness statements shall be in written form and submitted to the Commissioner At Large no fewer than three (3) days prior to the date of the hearing. The individual(s) who allegedly violated the harassment, unsportsmanlike or inappropriate behavior guidelines of GGSL shall represent themselves. Any proceeding commenced under the Formal Track may result in a disposition of No Action, Warning, Suspension or Expulsion.

Formal Track Notice


The Commissioner At Large shall inform the individual(s) who allegedly violated the behavior and conduct guidelines of GGSL of the decision of the GGSL BOD (Board of Directors) DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM in writing. Receipt of the notice is presumed on mailing or facsimile transmission.

Appeals


Any member aggrieved by a decision of the GGSL BOD (Board of Directors) DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM may appeal that decision to a quorum of GGSL BOD. A non-refundable fee of $100.00 must accompany the written notice of appeal. All appeals must be filed within seven (7) days of the date of the DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM decision. The individual(s) who allegedly violated the harassment, unsportsmanlike or inappropriate behavior guidelines of GGSL shall be entitled to be present at the hearing and may submit such evidence and call such witnesses as the Commissioner At Large shall deem relevant. Evidence may be taken in written or oral form. Unless approved prior to the hearing by the Commissioner At Large, all witness statements shall be in written form and submitted to the Commissioner At Large no fewer than three (3) days prior to the date of the hearing. The individual(s) who allegedly violated the harassment, unsportsmanlike or inappropriate behavior guidelines of GGSL shall represent themselves. Any proceeding commenced under the Appeals Track may result in a disposition of No Action, Warning, Suspension or Expulsion.  All decisions made during the appeals process are final in irrevocable.

Appeals Track Notice


The President of GGSL shall inform the individual(s) who allegedly violated the behavior and conduct guidelines of GGSL of the decision of the GGSL BOD in writing. Receipt of the notice is presumed on mailing or facsimile transmission.

1.13.1 Sanctions Described

Counseling:

A meeting between two members of the INCIDENT REVIEW TEAM and the individual(s) who allegedly violated the harassment, unsportsmanlike or inappropriate behavior guidelines of GGSL will take place. The emphasis will be on understanding the situation concerning the alleged violation. Behavior and conduct expectations of GGSL will be re-enforced. Specifically, it will be communicated to the individual(s) that any further violations of the Behavior and Conduct Guidelines will result in additional disciplinary action.

Warning
A letter of warning will be issued, by the COMMISSIONER AT LARGE, to the individual(s) detailing the violation and what must be done in the future to prevent disciplinary action. A copy of the warning will be retained by the COMMISSIONER AT LARGE in the leagues’ Disciplinary Log Book. Further violations of the GGSL behavior and conduct guidelines will result in GGSL taking additional disciplinary action.

Suspension

In the event the DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM determines that the conduct of an individual is of a serious nature, where it is believed that a warning, alone, will not be effective, the COMMISSIONER AT LARGE will suspend an individual from events where GGSL participates. In the event the DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM rules that a suspension is warranted, the DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEE TEAM will determine the length and nature of the suspension and communicate the length and conditions of the suspension to the individual(s) in writing. A copy of the suspension will be presented to the BOD and retained by the league in the League’s Disciplinary Log Book.  The individual(s) suspended may apply for re-instatement to GGSL by submitting to the BOD, in writing, a request for re-instatement. The COMMISSIONER AT LARGE will state in the letter of suspension, the date upon which the individual may request reinstatement. The request for re-instatement will be reviewed by the BOD. Any violations of the terms of the suspension or of the GGSL behavior and conduct guidelines will result in GGSL taking additional disciplinary action.

Expulsion

A letter will be delivered to the individual(s), detailing the specifics of the expulsion. The letter of expulsion will be signed by the executive members of the BOD, to include the President, Vice President and Commissioner At Large. A record of all expulsions will be kept in the Leagues’ Disciplinary Log Book. Expulsion will be defined as being prohibited from attending any function,  event, match, etc. where any GGSL activity is taking place.

League disciplinary actions apply to coaches, players, parents/guardians and spectators.  Should a parent/guardian or spectator related to or associated with a player refuse to honor a league disciplinary sanction imposed on them, GGSL reserves the right to issue the related or associated player the same league disciplinary sanction.

Equipment
1.14 Goalies

Goalies must wear protective headgear during a game.

The Coach is responsible to ensure that headgear is safely fastened on the head by the chin strap or other means.

1.15 Uniforms

Players must wear complete soccer uniforms to all games authorized by the League.  A complete uniform consists of a team jersey and team shorts.
The goalkeeper must wear a shirt of a different color than that of either team playing.

1.16 Footwear and Shin Guards

All players will wear shoes with molded button type cleats or sneakers.  Shin guards are required to be worn by all players.

1.17 Mouth Guards

It is recommended that girls who wear braces on their teeth also wear a mouth guard during games and practices.
1.18 Hazardous Equipment

Players must remove any equipment or medical aids that are considered hazardous to the individual or to other players by the referee or Commissioner.  Examples include casts, splints, earrings, watches, bracelets, other jewelry, etc.  Casts can sometimes be wrapped in a towel or equivalent manner to allow the player to participate in a safe manner.

Coaches must notify the Commissioner if equipment will be worn that is suspected to be hazardous.  
The referee or Commissioner will notify the Coaches and the player of a decision to render the player ineligible due to hazardous equipment.

1.19 Game Ball

The home team must provide the game ball.  The referee is responsible for selection and maintenance of the ball for the 
duration of the game.  The game ball is returned to the home team at the end of the game.

1.20 Responsibility for Equipment

Coaches are responsible for the equipment that is signed out to their teams.  In the event that the equipment signed out to the coach is not returned at the end of the season, the coach will be held financially liable to replace it.  Liability will be assessed by the GGSL Board of Directors on a case by case basis.

The Game
1.21 Rules of the Game

The field of play shall be governed by the rules of FIFA except for those noted in the Greece Girls Soccer League Rules and Game Card.

1.22 Team Standings

Team standings will be decided using a point system where: 

Win = 2 points; 

Tie = 1 point; 

Loss = 0 points.  

In case of a tie 
for first place in an age group, the teams that are tied for first will be declared to be co-champions.

No standings will be posted for U06, U08, or U10 Divisions.

1.23 Length of the Game
U06 Division

Games for the U06 Division will play five (5) eight  (8) minute quarters.  At the end of each quarter, the game will be restarted by an indirect free kick.
U08 Division 

Games for the U08 age group will have four (4) quarters.  At the end of each half, teams will change goals and the game will be restarted by an indirect free kick.  

U10 & U12 Division

Games for the U10 through U12 age groups will have four (4) quarters.  At the end of each quarter, teams will change goals and the game will be restarted by an indirect free kick.  

U14, U16 & U19 Division

Games for the U14 through U19 age groups will have two (2) halfs.  At the end of each half, teams will change goals and the game will be restarted by an indirect free kick. 

The kick-off for the first quarter will be decided by a coin toss.  Teams will alternate kicking off each quarter.

The following table shows the length of quarter for each age group:

	Summary By Age Group of Pertinent Information

	Age Group
	Game Ball
	Game
	Format
	Quarter
	Break At
	Break At
	Switch
	Substitution

	
	Size
	Time(s)
	of Play
	Duration
	Quarter
	Half-time
	Goals After
	At

	 
	 
	(PM)
	 
	(min.)
	(min.)
	(min.)
	 
	 

	U06
	3
	The U06 program has been modified as outlined in materials provided to the coaches. See SECTION 8.1 “Modified Rules – U06 Division”.

	U08
	3
	6:00/7:20
	7 v 7
	12.5
	4
	7
	Half
	Quarter or Half

	U10
	4
	6:00/7:20
	7 v 7
	12.5
	4
	7
	Quarter
	Quarter or Half

	U12
	4
	6:00/7:20
	11 v 11
	12.5
	4
	7
	Quarter
	Quarter or Half

	U14
	5
	6:00/7:20
	11 v 11
	30 m half
	n/a
	7
	      Half
	FIFA Rules

	U16
	5
	6:00/7:20
	11 v 11
	30 m half
	n/a
	7
	      Half
	FIFA Rules

	U19
	5
	TBD
	11 v 11
	30 m half
	n/a
	7
	      Half
	FIFA Rules


1.24 Playing Time
All players must play at least half the game, subject to the exceptions listed below.  No player may play 4 quarters unless all of the other players play at least 3 quarters.  Exceptions may be made only if the player is:

1)
Being disciplined by the coach (with prior approval of the age group Commissioner)

2)
Arrives too late to play in a quarter for which she is scheduled to play.

3)
Is unable to play because of physical limitations.

4) 
Is ineligible because of improper registration status.

Greece Girls Soccer espouses the “Equal Time” coaching philosophy:

Try to play all girls about the same amount of time regardless of talent or ability.  Alternate which girls play 3 quarters and 2 quarters throughout the season.  Give all girls the opportunity to play multiple positions.

1.25 Linesman

Each Coach will provide a responsible person to be a linesman.  The linesman should be an adult if possible.  The linesman must not instruct or direct players.  Referee has final decision on selection of
linesmen.

1.26 Spectators

All spectators must stay at least six feet from the touchlines during the  game.  Spectators are not allowed to stand or sit along the endlines.

1.27 Directing Players

Coaches and assistant Coaches must remain on the their teams sideline and will not be allowed to coach on both sides of the field.  No one is allowed on or behind the goal lines, including spectators.  Coaches may enter the playing field for injuries only after signal from the referee.
1.28 Sidelines
Parents, spectators, coaches and players from opposing teams must sit on opposite sides of the field during games.  The home team gets preferential choice of sideline.
1.29 Game Times

U06 Division

Regular season games normally start at 6:15pm for the U06 age group. 

U08 thru U19 Division

Regular season games normally start at 6:00pm or 7:20pm for the U08 thru U19 age groups except for special days such as Saturday or Sunday games.  

1.30 Forfeit

U08 & U10 Divisions

If a team fails to field at least 6 players (U08 thru U10 age groups) at the required start time (no grace period), the other team will be declared the winner.  

U12 thru U19 Divisions

If a team fails to field at least 7 players (U12 – U16 age groups) at the scheduled start time, the other team will be declared the winner (there is no grace period).

**This rule does not apply to the U06 age group, as all their contests are considered scrimmages.  
1.31 Substitutions & Injuries

U06 – U12 Divisions

The U06 through U12 age groups only allow substitution at the end of each quarter, with the exception of a player entering the game to replace an injured player.

According to FIFA rules, the referee is only allowed to stop play when the injured player’s team has possession.  Since this is a recreation league, we encourage the referee to stop play immediately after an injury, provided that the opposing team does not have a clear advantage.  The League cannot control how the referee interprets this rule.  Whether the referee stops play with the injured player’s team in possession or not does not violate GGSL rules.  Additionally, an injured player does not have to leave the game, even if play has stopped.

U14 – U19 Divisions

In the U14 thru U19 age groups, substitutions are allowed at any time within FIFA rules.  Each girl must still play enough to satisfy playing time requirements as specified in RULES SECTION 4.4, “Playing Time”.  

These are:

· Either team may substitute on any goal kick;

· Either team may substitute after a goal is scored;

· Either team may substitute when the referee stops play for an injury;

· Only the team with possession may substitute on a throw-in;

· NEITHER team may substitute on a corner kick.

A player that is removed from play due to injury is considered to have
played that entire quarter. If a girl is injured in a game, “Playing Time” requirements will not apply for the girl for that game.

Substitution during play makes it more difficult to determine if a girl is meeting the playing time requirements.  Coaches should monitor playing time.  Coaches should be informed if it is felt a girl is not playing the minimum amount.  Repeat violations should be brought to the attention of the age group commissioner.  Repeat violations of this rule will result in disciplinary measures as outlined in RULES SECTION 2.10.

1.32 Weather

The referee may suspend a game due to weather and/or unsafe playing conditions.  The presence of an electrical storm close to the game site requires the suspension of the game.  By mutual agreement, the coaches may require (cause) a game to be suspended or rescheduled due to weather and/or unsafe playing conditions even if the referee would otherwise allow the game to continue.  The rescheduling must be done through the age group Commissioner.  If the weather is unseasonably cold or inclement, and both coaches agree, sweatpants and sweatshirts (worn under the uniform shorts and jersey) will be allowed; otherwise, only the game uniform should be visible.

Game Suspension

The referee may suspend a game due to weather and/or unsafe playing conditions. A mutual agreement between the coaches may require (cause) a game to be suspended or rescheduled due to weather and/or unsafe playing conditions even if the referee would otherwise allow the game to continue. This mutual agreement between coaches & referee to suspend a game is made at the field, not before!

Thunder & Lightning

If thunder is heard or lightning is spotted by coaches, players, parents, spectators or referees, the game it to be temporarily suspended.  A mandatory wait time of 30 minutes from the last clap of thunder or flash of lightning is required to make ensure the storm has passed before the game can resume. If after 30 minutes, thunder or lightning is still present, the game is cancelled. 

U06 Division:  Game will start at the coaches’ discretion.

U08 thru U19 Divisions:  Teams must wait no longer than 20 minutes (from scheduled start time) for weather to clear.  If the game can be played after weather delay, the game will be shortened to 10 minutes a quarter and be completed by 7:10pm for early games and 8:30pm for late games.  Games will not be shortened due to late start, unless mutually agreed upon due to impending darkness.

A game is official if one entire half or more is completed before the game is suspended. 

In the event fields are not officially closed by Greece Central School District and the Town of Greece, coaches and players are required to show up at scheduled game times regardless of weather conditions.  A decision to play or cancel the game will be made at the scheduled game time.
1.33 Rescheduled Games

The coach that cancels a game is responsible for notifying the Commissioner and opposing coach a minimum of 48 hours before game time.  The Commissioner must agree on the reason for cancellation.

If a team cannot field enough players for a game, and does not notify the opposing coach and commissioner, that team will forfeit the game.  If a game can not be rescheduled, the game will be treated as a “No Decision”.
1.34 Disciplined Players

A Coach must report to the Commissioner at least 24 hours before the start of a game in which a player is being disciplined.  The Commissioner must agree with the reason that the Coach has for disciplining a player, otherwise the disciplinary action may not take place. 

The Commissioner will notify both Coaches of a game in which a player is being disciplined. 

Disciplinary action will not be fulfilled if the disciplined player does not show up for the game.   
1.35 Ejections

Two yellow cards equal one red card.  One red card requires ejection from a game.  When a player is ejected, a replacement for that player is allowed unless physical or verbal abuse has taken place.  Ejected players or Coaches are not allowed to participate in the next League-sanctioned game of any kind played that year.

Players or coaches who are ejected from a game or who are served with yellow cards may be subject to further disciplinary action as outlined in LEAGUE RULES SECTION 2.10.

1.36 Protests

Play during the regular season shall be governed by FIFA rules unless otherwise indicated within these rules or listed on the GGSL Game Card.  All referee decisions are final.  NO PROTESTS ARE ALLOWED.

Play during Soccerfest shall be governed by FIFA rules unless otherwise indicated within these rules or listed on the GGSL Game Card.  All referee decisions are final.  NO PROTESTS ARE ALLOWED.
2 Coaches

2.1 Selection of Coaches

Head Coaches   

NOTE: The guidelines are listed in descending priority order and, with the exception of item “d”, assume that the potential Coach has a daughter in the League.

a.
Former head Coach

b.
Former Assistant Coach who would like to coach

c.
Parent or sibling (over 18) who volunteer to coach, as noted on registration form

d.
Former Coach/Assistant Coach who no longer has a child in the League

e.
Any parent or sibling (over 18) who will volunteer

f.
Any qualified person over 18 (avoid assigning any Coaches under 25 in the older age groups)

g.
No person should coach more than one team.

Assistant Coaches

a.
After a Coach has been selected, the Commissioner presents a list of candidate Assistant Coaches to the Coach.

b.
The Coach and Commissioner jointly select Assistant Coaches who will form an effective coaching staff.

c.
There are no more than 2 Assistant Coaches allowed per team.

d.
No person should be an Assistant Coach on more than one team.

2.2 Reporting Scores

The home team Coach must phone in the score of the game to the Commissioner within 24 hours after the game is played.

2.3 Drop Outs



A Coach must inform the Commissioner within a week if the Coach believes a girl has dropped out of the League.

2.4 Cleaning the Fields


Coaches are responsible for ensuring that the field is as clean when they leave as when they arrived.

2.5 Roster



Each Coach must be prepared to provide a complete roster (upon request) of the team to the referee and to the opposing Coach.  The roster must indicate the following:

Any player who is being disciplined.

Any player who has physical limitations that restrict the amount

she can play.

Any player who is ineligible to play.

Any player who is absent for the game.

2.6 Practice



Soccer players develop skill through practice and through games.  Coaches are expected to schedule practices before and during the season.  The following guidelines should be used in determining the amount of practice to have:

Two to three soccer events (practices or games) are recommended to be held per week throughout the season.  
No more than three soccer events per week should be held.

2.7 Sportsmanship


Each Coach is responsible to promote good sportsmanship among the players and parents.  This includes respect for the referee and one’s 
opponents.

2.8 Ejected Players


The Coach is responsible to inform the Commissioner if one of his team’s players is ejected from a game.

3 Fields
3.1 Field Dimensions

	Field Dimensions

	Age Group
	Field Width
	Field Length
	Goal Size
	Circle Arcs
	Goal Box
	Penalty Box
	Penalty Spot

	U06
	20 Yds
	30 Yds
	Pugg Goals
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r
	n/r

	U08 - U10
	40 - 50 Yds
Nominal 40
	60 - 70 Yds
Nominal 60
	6 ft x 18 ft
up to
7 ft x 21 ft
	Modified
8 yds
	Full size
6 yds
	Modified
14 yds
	Modified
8 yds

	U12
	50-70 yds
Nominal 50
	85-95 yds
Nominal 85
	Full size
8 ft x 24 ft
	Modified
8 yds
	Full size
6 yds
	Modified
14 yds
	Modified
8 yds

	U14 - U19
	50-100 yds
FIFA Rules
	100-130 yds
FIFA Rules
	Full size
8 ft x 24 ft
	Full size
10 yds
	Full size
6 yds
	Full size
18 yds
	Full size
12 yds

	*The Board reserves the right to review club field dimensions and field conditions.

	**Goals must have a properly attached net. For player safety the goals must be secured to the field with mechanical auger fasteners or weighted bags.


3.2 Status via Web
Status for athletic fields located in the Town of Greece and Greece Central School District is posted on the GCSD web site at: http://web001.greece.k12.ny.us/athletics.cfm?subpage=394
Status is generally updated by 3:00pm each day.  

If there are no updates posted to the website or if there is a downpour at 6:00pm – please report to the field.  The referee will determine if the game is canceled.

3.3 Closures 
In the event that the Town of Greece and Greece Central School District have closed their athletic fields, all green space located around these sites are also considered closed.  
Teams failing to abide by posted field closures risk forfeit of their entire organizations permits for Town or School property usage for the season.  
3.4 Availability

Fields in the Town of Greece and Greece Central School District generally become available for outdoor practice sessions by May 1st each year, weather providing.  Check the GCSD web site to determine status.
3.5 Permits – Practice vs.Game
Field use permits are NOT required for practices.

Field user permits ARE required for games.

Teams are encouraged to share fields and green space for practices.  Should a team arrive to play a game, and be in possession of a field use permit, those not participating in the game are required to yield the field.

4 Modified Rules 

4.1 U6 Division
The U6 Tykes program is an instructional league created to develop young players ages 5-6 years old in order to move up to the U8 Division. Highly modified rules are in place to lessen the potential for injury and to stress more offensive situations,
as noted here:


Substitutions occur at the end of each quarter or for an injured player.

Teams are allowed to practice up to 2x prior to the start of league sanctioned game nights. 

Coaches are permitted on the field during the scrimmage period.

There are no referees.  One or both coaches will act as referees during the scrimmage.

There is no offsides rule.  Coaches should not however position a player in an offsides position.

Goalies are not permitted.  Playing of a defensive player back in the goal is not allowed.

Goal kicks are not allowed.  The team with possession will take a throw-in.
Corner kicks are not permitted.  The team with possession will take a throw-in.
Penalty kicks are not permitted.  An indirect kick will be taken from outside the penalty box.

Each team will use the field from 6:15 to 6:45 for warmups and instruction.  From 6:45 to 7:30 the field will be used for a controlled scrimmage with both teams.

4.2 U8 Division

The U8 age group will follow all FIFA rules with the following exceptions:

Substitutions occur at the end of each quarter or for an injured player.

Each team will field a team of 7 players including the goalie. 
Games will be played in quarters.

Teams will exchange ends of the field (switch goals) only at the half.

Players will be allowed a second chance at a throw-in, if it is determined by the referee that the first throw-in was illegal.

Offsides will be called only for flagrant situations and if a true advantage was gained.

The goalie will not be restricted to taking only 4 steps with the ball. She will be allowed to take (walk) the ball to the edge of (but still inside) the penalty area before putting it back into play.

Goal kicks will be taken as an indirect kick from anywhere on the front line of the penalty area (not the goal box).

Penalty kicks will be taken as an indirect kick from the front line of the penalty area at the point which is closest to where the foul originally occurred. 

Coaches are not allowed on the field while the game is being played.

4.3 U10 Division

The U10 age group will follow all FIFA rules with the following exceptions: 
Substitutions occur at the end of each quarter or for an injured player.

Each team will field a team of 7 players including the goalie. 
4.4 U12 Division

The U12 age group will follow all FIFA rules with the following exceptions: 

Substitutions occur at the end of each quarter or for an injured player.

Games will be played in quarters.

4.5 U14 Division

The U14 age group will follow all FIFA rules with the following exceptions: 

Substitutions are allowed at any time within FIFA rules.  These are:

Either team may substitute on any goal kick;

Either team may substitute after a goal is scored;

Either team may substitute when the referee stops play for an injury;

Only the team with possession may substitute on a throw-in;

NEITHER team may substitute on a corner kick.

Games will be played in quarters.

4.6 U16 Division

The U16 age group will follow all FIFA rules with the following exceptions: 

Substitutions are allowed at any time within FIFA rules.  These are:

Either team may substitute on any goal kick;

Either team may substitute after a goal is scored;

Either team may substitute when the referee stops play for an injury;

Only the team with possession may substitute on a throw-in;

NEITHER team may substitute on a corner kick.

4.7 U19 Division

The U19 age group will follow all FIFA rules with the following exceptions: 

Substitutions are allowed at any time within FIFA rules.  These are:

Either team may substitute on any goal kick;

Either team may substitute after a goal is scored;

Either team may substitute when the referee stops play for an injury;

Only the team with possession may substitute on a throw-in;

NEITHER team may substitute on a corner kick.

5 Referees
5.1 Assignment



Referees are assigned by the FIFA referee assigner.  In the event that a referee does not show up for a game, the Coaches will designate a parent or other person to referee who is acceptable to both Coaches.  If no such person can be found, the Coaches will decide among themselves what Coach, Coaches, or assistant Coach(es) will serve as the referee.  The referee fee will be paid to any person or persons who acts as the referee.  Do not cancel a game because there is no referee.  If you do, the game will most likely not be rescheduled.  The home team Coach should notify the Commissioner that  no referee showed up.

5.2 Authority



The referee is the sole authority of a game.  The referee determines the time and keeps the score of the game.

5.3 Equipment



The referee will check all players for illegal equipment before the start of the game.

5.4 Referee Assault

Assaults do happen, even to experienced referees.  If such assaults are to be stamped out, referees must follow a sensible and consistent course of action that will enable the State Association to punish offenders, and discourage potential offenders from acts of violence.  A referee should react to an assault in a manner that will permit administration and enforcement agencies to do their job. 

5.4.1 What to do if an Assault Occurs
1.  Never, never strike back, if such action can be avoided.  Defend yourself as passively as possible.  When a referee is struck, the majority of players and bystanders are automatically sympathetic towards him, even if they were previously hostile.  If the referee chooses to slug it out, he stands to lose the support and calming influence of these people.  He may also prejudice his own legal position.

2.  Try to remain calm and avoid undue signs of stress.  Maintain a standard of behavior befitting a professional referee.  Remember that police officers are assaulted frequently, yet they react in as controlled a manner as the situation permits, drawing on their resources of self-control to get to the top of the threatening situation.

3.  Get the details down on paper (when things are under control).

a)  Note the player's number and obtain his name from the team captain or coach if necessary.

b)  Send him off if possible.  If not, advise the captain of your decision, and be prepared to abandon the game if the player is not removed completely from the scene.

4.  Obtain witnesses.  Consult your linesmen, if any, or any unattached bystanders.  Obtain names and telephone numbers.  Use other players only as last resort.  Do not be concerned about holding up the game;  common assault is a criminal  offense and must be treated seriously.  Make notes to be  sure that your subsequent report is accurate.  After the game,  discuss the incident with your witnesses; this is quire legal as no charges have been laid at this stage.  Get your facts right.

5.  Seek medical attention if you are injured.  Go to the nearest hospital emergency room or trauma clinic.  The medical personnel will not only be able to treat any injuries, but also document them for the record.

6.  Upon returning home after the game, contact by telephone the President of the State Association, and the State Referee Administrator.  Those individuals will then be aware of the incident, and will be in a position to give you immediate support and advice.  You are probably still quite upset, so take all the help you can get.

7.  Write a misconduct report.  The report must be professional, precise, informative, not too brief, not too long, and above all, accurate.  The report is sent to the State Association, the league under whose control the game was played; and the S.R.A.

8.  In the event that the assault is serious enough for you to consider filing civil action with the local authorities, you do have that right, however, you must inform the State President of your intent to do so.

5.4.2 Terms and Procedures
Referee Assault.  
The act of any physical violent or personal attack upon a referee, his equipment, or property (including his vehicle) and the threat of assault by raising a clenched fist or hand holding any object that could be used as a weapon or by verbally threatening a referee, or any member of his family, with assault shall be deemed a "Referee Assault" under the terms and conditions of the United States Soccer Federation Rule 1108.

Physical Violence and Personal Attack.  
Shall include, but not limited to, such things as hitting, kicking, pushing, slapping, choking, spitting at or on, grabbing a referee's personal equipment such as red or yellow cards, notebook, or whistle, or knocking any such items out of his hand; and the act of throwing any object at a referee, such as rocks, dirt, a stick, pipe, can, shoe, or throwing or spewing any beverage at or on a referee, or in his vehicle.

Verbal Threats.  
Remarks that carry the implied or direct threat of physical harm and therefore cannot be ignored or overlooked by any official concerned with his or his family's personal safety.  Verbal threats include remarks such as: "I'll get you after the game," "You won't get out of here in one piece!" "I'd better not find out where you live!" and "You'd better watch out for your kid(s)!"

6 Roster Preparation Guidelines

The following are guidelines used by the Commissioners in the preparation of team rosters:

1.
Determine the number of teams:

a.
Divide the number of players per team into the total number of registered players and round up to the next even number.

b.
For age groups playing 8 vs. 8, use 12 players per team.

c.
For age groups playing 11 vs. 11, use 15-16 players per team, with the exception of the 15-16 age group, which should use 16-17 players per team.

2.
Determine the team rosters:

a.
A Coach and up to 2 Assistant Coaches may have their daughters on the same team, regardless of their addresses.

b.
Keep sisters together.

c.
Create neighborhood groupings, using the map coordinates, so that a girl is likely to be on a team with her neighbors.

d.
Keep a relatively equal number of new players on each team; e.g. no team should have 7 new players if another team has only 1.

e.
Keep relatively equal numbers of each age on every team; e.g. equal numbers of 9 and 10 year-olds on each team.

f.
Playing together the previous season does not mean those players will play together in the current season.  Each year, there are different players and coaches in each age group, who live in different locations, thus creating different rosters each year.

3.
Transfers

a.
Players may not be transferred from one team to another team except by approval of the Age Group Commissioner.

b.
After a transfer is approved by the Age Group Commissioner, it is subject to final approval by the Commissioner-at-Large or, in his absence, the President.

c.
All requests for transfers must be in writing.

4.
Coaches   

(Reference Section 6.1)
5.
Other   

a.
Registration will be formally closed by June 1st for all age groups.

b.
Late registration commences immediately following after initial on-line  or walk-in League registration.
c.
Late registrants will be assessed a $10 late fee. 
d.
Late registration after final rosters are completed will be evaluated on an individual basis.  After initial rosters are complete, there is no guarantee of openings for additional players, nor can a player be guaranteed of placement on a neighborhood team.

e.
All roster changes must be communicated to the Database Manager.

7 Recreational All - Stars 

7.1 Tournament Rules: 

Games shall be played in accordance with FIFA Laws of the game and rules of

USYSA with exceptions as noted. All referees ruling are final. 

The tournament committee will review all protests ( U -12 , U- 15, & U-19 ). The cost for reviewing the protest is $50.00. If the protest is upheld the fee will be returned. These rules apply to all participants/players (boys & girls ), coaches and spectators.

7.2 Team Roster:  

· U10  - A maximum of 14 players

· U12  - A maximum of  18 players

· U15  - A maximum of  22 players

· U19  - A maximum of  22 players

NOTE: U-19 Boys & Girls –small sided games are optional if rosters are not full at the time registration ( 8v 8 with goalkeeper).

Per FIFA rule, only 18 players will dress for each game.                                                                                               

Register all players at the start of the tournament and make copies of the roster for you and the other coach. Cross out the player’s names that are not playing in that game.

No team will be composed of any travel/carded players.  Teams with travel/carded players rostered will be penalized by forfeiting all games and will be eliminated from the Tournament. No player issued a player pass in any travel or select  program may participate as a player on any team in the Recreational “ Plus “ (All Star) Tournament.

7.3 Registration:

A).   Check- in at the Tournament Headquarters is required 40 minutes before the start of your first game. With a final roster, completed and signed medical release forms. All players must be registered with their recreation club/association. No additions may be made to the roster upon the start of the first game.
B).  Failure to check-in and register before the first game will result in a Forfeit.
C).  Player identification and proof of age must be available for review upon request of the         Tournament or designate. Teams not affiliated with NYSWYSA must obtain a “ Permission         To travel “ from their Governing Soccer Association. 
D).  Check Tournament Schedule ( posted ) for any last minute changes. 
E).  A player may be registered for only one team during the tournament. 
F).  All player must play within their designated age group or play “ up “ by one year. 
G).  All coaches and assistance must have valid Risk Management passes with them, if not you will not be able to coach or be on the sidelines.

H).  NOTE:  Tournament Pass Rule:  Is a pass for a Recreational All-Star player to play in a travel tournament one ( 1 ) time only. In this case that player could play in the Recreational All – Star Tournament. If the player(s) plays in two ( 2 ) travel events that player(s) can not play in the Recreational All – Star Tournament. 

THIS RULE IS FOR RECREATIONAL PLAYER(S) ONLY.            

	Length of Game:

	Division
	Ball Size
	Format
	Min # Players
	Length of Play

	U10
	4
	7v7
	4
	25 min halves

	U10 (Co-Ed)
	4
	7v7
	4
	25 min halves

	U12
	4
	11v11
	7
	25 min halves

	U15
	5
	11v11
	7
	30 min halves

	U19
	5
	11v11
	7
	30 min halves

	**  U10/Co-ed teams age group 7 v 7 including goalkeeper.

	There will be 5 minute rest between quarters/halves


7.4 Game Rules:

A).   The team named first on the schedule designates the home team.

B).   Players and spectators of the same team, will be on same side of the field.

C).  The home team will provide the game ball. Home team will pick their side of the field.

D).  Each team (home and visitors ) will provide a lineman for each game under the age group of U-15.   NO coach will be a lineman.  
E).  In case of uniform color conflict, the home team will be responsible for changing to        a different color jersey or use pinnies.
F).  Preliminary games that are tied at the end of regulation time, will remain a tie.

G.) No slide tackles for U10.
7.5 Player Substitutions
Player substitutions may occur as follows:
1).  At the beginning of each quarter/half.

2).  Prior to your teams kickoff after a goal has been scored. 

3)   Prior to a goal kick.

4)   Prior to your teams’ throw in.

5).  Upon a players’ injury at the referee’s discretion. (injured player only)

6).  If a player is injured and there is stoppage of play by the referee, the injured player must be removed from the field. That player may return to the field at the next appropriate substitution.  

7.6 Point System: 

U-12, U-15, and U-19 Only
1).  3 points for a win
2).  1 point for a tie

3).  0 points for a loss

4).  1/2 point for a shut-out  ( 0/0 ties and forfeit are excluded ) 

5).  Most goals scored with a maximum of three ( 3 ) per game.

7.7 Tie Breaking Rules:

1).  The team with the most wins.

2).  Head to head competition

3).  The difference of the ( Totals Goals for ) – ( Total Goals Against )

4).  The least goals against

5).  All tie breaker issues must be reviewed by the Tournament Director (s) whose decision

      will be final. 

 6).  After all of the above rules are used, ( Penalty kicks will be used per Tournament Director (s) 

 7).  U -12, U-15, and U-19 divisions ( boys and girls ) will have a 1st and 2nd place awards.

7.8 Championship Games:

1).  At the end of regulation time and the game is tied .Two ( 2)  5 minute halves will be played. 

2).  If a tie still exists after the second five ( 5 ) minute half, teams will participate in a      Penalty – kick shoot out.
3). Teams will began the shoot out with kickers shooting at the same goal, selected by the referee.

4).  ONLY THE PLAYERS on the field after the 2nd  overtime will be allowed to take the Penalty kicks. This will be done in a alternating fashion. (player’s)
5).  If a tie still exists after the first five ( 5 ) penalty kick’s, the shoot-out will be in a one       and one fashion (next five players ) until a winner is determined. (only the players on the        field). 
7.9  Forfeits:

A).  Minimum players for U-10   -----  Four ( 4 ) players constitutes a team

B).  Minimum players for  U-12. U-15, and U- 19  ---  Eight ( 8 ) players constitutes a team.

C).  Any team that can not field the minimum number of players at the schedule start time for a game(s) will forfeit that game. The opposing team will be awarded a 3-0 victory.

7.10 Coaches and Spectators:

A).  All games are expected to be played in the spirit of Good Sportsmanship.

B).  Coaches are responsible for the behavior of themselves, players, and spectators.

C).  Coaches and assistants must stay with their team on the sidelines.

D).  Each coach or assistant coach will ask to sign a referee’s game card at the conclusion  of each game. Your signature confirms the game score. Failure to sign may result in a    forfeit by your team.

The Referee has sole Jurisdiction over the Game.
7.11 Card Violations

Red Cards:

1). If a player/coach receives a RED CARD they will be removed from the game and will      Not be allowed to play or coach in the next Game of the Recreational “Plus “ Tournament.

2).  The player/coach must report to the Tournament Committee and fill out the Appropriate       Paper work require by New York West. ( Tournament Headquarters )

3). It will be the discretion of the Tournament Director/Committee if that player or coach      Will be allowed to play or coach in the remaining games of the tournament.

Yellow Cards:

1).  If a player receives a yellow card, the player will be removed from the game until the next available substitution situation.

2).  If a player receives a second yellow card in the tournament , the procedure for the Red Card will be followed.

THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR HAS THE FINAL AUTHORITY OVER ALL DECISIONS AFFECTING THE TOURNAMENT EXCEPT RULING BY REFEREES DURING THE GAME.

7.12 Tournament Pass Rule

Tournament Pass Rule -  Is a pass for a Recreational All-Star player to play in a travel tournament one ( 1 ) time only. In this case that player could play in the Recreational All – Star Tournament. If the player(s) plays in two ( 2 ) travel events that player(s) can not play in the Recreational All – Star Tournament. 

THIS RULE IS FOR THE  RECREATIONAL PLAYER(S) ONLY. 

7.13 Weather Conditions:

1).  Cancellation or postponement of a game (s) wil be decided by the referee or Tournament Director.

2).  The Tournament Director has the authority to change the location, delay the start time or reduce the length of the game up to 50% if the weather or daylight conditions deem it         necessary ( the referee will also have his/her input ).

3).  If a game(s) in progress is terminated due to weather conditions the said game shall       be considered official if a minimum of one-half of the game has been played.

 4).  In the event of inclement weather or any other “ ACT of GOD “ which would prevent        Continuation of the games, the Tournament will be cancelled. Partial refunds checks         may be paid to each team at the discretion of the Tournament Committee.
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